- 20 -

[image: image1.png]




INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2006-2008
OEA/Ser.L/II.5.29

THIRD REGULAR SESSION
CIM/CD/doc.22/08
May 8 to 9, 2008
6 May 2008
Washington, D.C.
Original:  English

REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PRESIDENT
AND PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF THE CIM
NOVEMBER 2007 – APRIL 2008
(Item 2 on the Agenda)

The activities of the Inter-American Commission of Women since the Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee, held in Washington, D.C., November 6-7, 2007, are as follows:
I. SPECIAL ASSEMBLY OF CIM DELEGATES
· SEVENTH SPECIAL ASSEMBLY

The Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) was held in the city of Washington, D.C., on November 5 to 7, 2007. The Special Assembly held an inaugural session, a closing session, and five plenary sessions. This Assembly adopted one declaration and three resolutions as follows:

1.
CIM/DEC. 4/07 (VII-E/07) “Declaration of San Salvador: Gender, Violence, and HIV”

The third plenary session held on November 5, 2007, considered and adopted the Declaration of San Salvador: Gender, Violence and HIV. During the debates, the delegations of Colombia and the United States expressed reservations with respect to one article each and requested that those reservations be included in the final text of the Declaration.
2. CIM/RES. 245/07 (VII-E/07) “Strengthening the Participation and Political Representation of Women in the Americas”
The fourth plenary session held on November 7, 2007 considered and adopted the resolution “Strengthening the Participation and Representation of Women in the Americas,” conveying the CIM’s congratulations to those women who were elected or were candidates in electoral processes held during 2007, and urging governments to strengthen national gender mechanisms.
3. CIM/RES. 246/07 (VII-E/07) “Funding of traveling and per-diem expenses for Principal Delegates of the Executive Committee”
The fifth plenary session held on November 7, 2007 considered and adopted the resolution “Funding of traveling and per-diem expenses for Principal Delegates of the CIM” so that a line item for Executive Committee travel and perdiem is  included, in the CIM’s preliminary draft program-budget,   and a request is lodged with the Secretary General for the allocation of funds for that purpose. 
4. CIM/RES. 247/07 (VII-E/07) “Reform of the Legal Instruments of the Inter-American Commission of Women”

The fifth plenary session analyzed and discussed the proposed amendments to the CIM’s legal instruments. Since the XXXIII CIM Assembly of Delegates,, held in El Salvador in November 2006, had agreed to amend Articles 1 and 2 and to eliminate paragraph (e) from Article 3, the first point addressed was Article 4 of the Statute of the CIM. 

All the above mentioned documents were sent via e-mail to all the Principal Delegates and permanent missions on December 10, 2007.

4.1.
Regulations

In coordination with the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, and in fulfillment of resolution CIM/RES. 247/07 (VII-E/07), “Reform of the Legal Instruments of the Inter-American Commission of Women,”, the CIM Regulations were adjusted according to the amendments made to the Statute, and adopted by the Assembly.  This information had been sent to all the principal delegates to the CIM and the permanent missions to the OAS.  The text will be presented to the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.
5. Summary of Minutes (Provisional)
The document CIM/doc.12/07 entitled Summary of Minutes of the Seventh Special Assembly was sent to all the Principal Delegates and permanent missions to the OAS on December 12, 2007. On December 11, the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago informed that its Principal Delegate did not participate in the Special Assembly; the CIM Permanent Secretariat took note of the observation and published CIM/doc.12/07 rev. 1.
· SITE OF  THE XXXIV ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES

At the second regular meeting of the Executive Committee, held on November 7, 2007, the CIM Permanent Secretariat distributed Note MP 68 of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, dated November 6, 2007 in which it announced that country’s decision to offer to host the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates.

In addition, the Permanent Mission of Chile, in note No. 006, dated December 31, 2007, informed of its Government’s decision to offer to host the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates. Said  note was transmitted to all the principal delegates to the CIM and to the OAS permanent missions on January 24, 2008.

Subsequently, via note OAS 120 dated April 9, 2008 the Permanent Mission of Argentina rescinded its offer to host the XXXIV Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.
II. COMPLIANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Agreement No. 2 
On March 31, 2008, the Executive Secretary of the CIM and a consultant met with the Alternate Representative of Brazil to discuss the Inter-American Year of Women and to promote the formation of the Working Group of the Permanent Council mandated by AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07). He was given a concept paper with suggested activities and tasks to be carried out. The Alternate Representative suggested that the working group begin its work after the June OAS General Assembly. 
Additionally,  informal meetings with representative of different organizations were held to inform them of the resolution and the mandate to the CIM as follows: National Institute for Democracy (NDI); Vital Voices for a Global Leadership; the Permanent Representatives of Canada, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti; the Permanent Observer of France; the Chief of Bureau of the Government of Quebec in Washington D.C.; the Study Director of the “Institute for Women’s Policy Research”; the Associate Director of the Department for International Public Studies of George Mason University, Virginia, and the Chief of the Gender and Diversity Unit and the Coordinator of the Program for the Support of Women’s Leadership and Representation (PROLEAD) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). All of them expressed their interest in supporting the activities to be carried out pursuant to this resolution’s mandates.
Agreement No. 3 
On December 21, 2007, the President of the CIM sent communication No. 12-073/07 to the principal delegates, reiterating the request that they forward recommendations to the Secretariat on the celebration of the Inter-American Year of Women, 2010. To date, comments were received from Costa Rica and Peru.
Agreements No. 4 and 5 
On January 30, 2008, by way of note No. 01-006/08, the Executive Secretary of the CIM wrote to the Director of the OAS Department of External Relations expressing the urgent need to obtain the necessary funding that would allow the MESECVI to function and comply with the commitments undertaken by the States Party when they ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará. Furthermore, she referred to Agreement No. 5, which urged the Secretariat for External Relations to create a gender window to channel resources from permanent observers and donors to fund the implementation of the CIM’s biennial work plan, and requested an urgent meeting to address this issue.
Agreement No. 6
The President of the CIM, in note No. 12/069/07, dated December 10, 2007, sent all the principal delegates the document CIM/CD/doc.16/07 rev. 1, entitled “Preliminary Draft Agenda of the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM”, with the request that they forward their comments. The Permanent Secretariat received observations from Canada, México, and Peru.
III.
THIRTY-EIGHGTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Medellín, Colombia, June 1-3, 2008)

On April 9, 2008, the Executive Secretariat of the CIM presented, at the meeting of the General Committee, the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women to the General Assembly, classified as CP/doc.4286/08. It was approved without amendments. 

At that same meeting, the CIM principal specialist presented the Annual Report of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence against Women, (MESECVI). The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela made observations to this report which was subsequently amended and published as CP/doc.4288/08 rev. 1.

On April 23, 2008, the Executive Secretary of the CIM presented the following documents to the General Committee: Report of the Secretary General on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” CP/doc.4296/08; and the Report of the Secretary General on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” CP/doc.4288/08. These were approved without discussion. 
Draft Resolutions:


The Permanent Mission of Mexico submitted to the General Committee the draft resolution on the “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” which was considered in the meeting held on April 23, 2008, and  published as CP/CG-1731/08 rev. 1.

The Permanent Mission of Colombia presented the draft resolution on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, published as CP/CG-1733/08.


The Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda presented the draft resolutions on: “80TH Anniversary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)” CP/doc.4304/08 and “Support of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM),” (CP/doc.4307/07).
· 80th Anniversary of the CIM

February 18th, 2008, was the Day of the Women of the Americas and the Eightieth Anniversary of the creation of the Inter-American Commission of Women.  The activities held to commemorate this event are reported upon separately in the annex.
IV.
BIENNIAL WORK PLAN
1.
WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
1.1.
Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI)
a) Follow-up on the recommendations issued by the CEVI - Indicators
In this reporting period, the MESECVI Secretariat continued to implement the decisions arising from the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the MESECVI, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from July 18 to 20, 2007.  The results of the meeting are provided in the final minutes, which can be found on the CIM website, under MESECVI: http://www.oas.org/cim/Spanish/MESECVI-indice.htm

First, the Technical Secretariat concluded its preparation of the hemispheric report and sent it to the experts for final review.  Likewise, the experts included in their country reports the changes suggested by the corresponding working groups.  On October 18, the country reports were sent to the competent national authorities for comments.  As of this date, 13 authorities had forwarded their comments.

As reported to the Executive Committee at its prior meeting, the process of selecting a consultant to prepare the indicators to follow-up on the experts’ recommendations to the governments was completed.  The issuance of background information and documents for preparation of the indicators began at once.  In January 2008, after consultations with the Coordinator and the Secretariat, the final text of the indicators was received; it will be sent to the experts for their comments.
b)
Conference of States Parties
During the second regular meeting of the Executive Committee, Ambassador Nelson Pineda, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, reported on the preparations for the Conference of States Parties.  He emphasized the importance placed by his government on the issue of violence against women, for which reason it was offering to host the Conference.  He explained that, given the constitutional referendum that was to be held in December 2007, they were not be in a position to host the Conference that year.  He said it would have to be postponed until the second half of March or the first half of April 2008.  He stressed that INAMUJER and the foreign ministry of his country was working to identify the venue for the event. 


On February 27, 2008, Ambassador Nelson Pineda, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, sent a note to the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism confirming the offer to host the Conference of States Parties, and scheduling it for April 10 and 11, 2008.


Beginning on that date, close communication was maintained with the Government    in order to begin preparations for the Conference.  However, due to scheduling conflicts, it was deemed best to postpone the event until early July. 

As reported earlier, on April 16, the preparatory meeting for the Conference of States Parties was held, with participation of 23 delegations. At this meeting, the preliminary draft Agenda and Rules of Procedure were discussed. Some comments and proposals were received, which the Secretariat included into the documents to be adopted in the Conference. The Secretariat distributed the preliminary draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference to all the Permanent Missions. The Technical Secretariat will continue its consultations with a view to arriving at the Conference with a consolidated document. 

c.
Technical Secretariat
On December 28, the Secretariat informed the principal delegates to the CIM, the permanent missions, and the experts that Flor de Lis Vázquez had concluded her assignment at the MESECVI.

The President of the CIM sent a note of appreciation to the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico for its support, stressing the excellent professional work of Ms. Flor de Lis Vázquez Muñoz.  The Executive Secretary also conveyed to the Government of Mexico, and to the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, her gratitude for the financial contributions and for the significant contribution to the Mechanism performed by Ms. Vázquez.
Also in December the Secretariat made a presentation to the CAUCUS of Caribbean ambassadors to inform them of the progress being made with the Mechanism, the appointment of experts and National Competent Authorities, and the comments made by the NCAs of their countries.
The CIM’s Executive Secretariat met again in February of 2008 with the Caribbean CAUCUS in order to reiterate the need to strengthen the participation of all countries of this sub-region.
1.2.
Trafficking in Persons

CIM’s Trafficking Point Person met with the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Unit on December 18, 2007 to discuss a proposed project for the Eastern Caribbean on capacity-building and developing awareness in Human Trafficking for legislators and law personnel. From a prior meeting with the Unit of Anti-Trafficking in Persons, CIM was assured that the gender perspective was important. Following this on Monday, January 14, 2008, the Unit met with the CIM to report that the event “2008 Caribbean Anti-trafficking in Persons Awareness Raising” was scheduled for Saint Lucia for February 27-29, 2008. The workshop was for fourteen (14) countries of the Caribbean, including Haiti. Mr. Garcia informed that the CIM was being invited to present the gender perspective at this event. The CIM Trafficking Point Person made the presentation on CIM’s behalf at the Seminar. The presentation stressed the importance of including the gender perspective to anti-trafficking efforts as well as CIM’s extensive work in trafficking in women and children. The presentation which focused exclusively on sex-trafficking also addressed the demand which is predominantly male and well as the supply networks which show a similar demographic. The presentation concluded with recommendations on a holistic approach to anti-trafficking efforts which underscored the empowerment of women and girls at the social, political, economic, and fiscal levels of society. 
Following this meeting in Saint Lucia, the Trafficking Point Person met with Trafficking Coordinator on March 28, 2008 to follow up on the work of his department and the integration of a gender perspective in such. The Coordinator reported that in terms of follow-up to the CARICOM efforts, one of the salient activities of the Conference was to identify the specific needs of CARICOM for the purposes of anti-Trafficking in Persons efforts. These have been compiled to be presented to prospective donors for funding further activities. In terms of the work of the Unit, the focus is currently on the provision of Consular Training on Trafficking in Persons. A proposal was submitted to the US State Department and monies were donated for eleven countries in Latin American and the Caribbean (Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and Haiti). There will be a subsequent proposal submitted for further training in 12 countries, including others of CARICOM. The Unit also completed a toolkit with the assistance of IOM – Bolivia on guidelines for the identification of victims and potential victims of TIP. The training coming out of this toolkit will also be a part of the curricula in diplomatic and consular schools. Regarding the toolkit, the Coordinador spoke to CIM’s exclusion from providing technical input on such on the basis that in the designing of the toolkit that there were time constraints which prevented such. The other area of work is in the training of peace-keepers in anti-trafficking in persons. The toolkit was presented in March 2008 in Uruguay where the participants were culled from the military, civil society, lawyers, doctors and peace-keeping officials. The Uruguay training had eight women among its 25 participants since it was imperative that women be included in this effort. They were primarily lawyers to the peace-keeping efforts. In the second phase of this project, the countries which will receive training were Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala and Peru and the training will be hosted either in Guatemala or Peru. The CIM Trafficking Point person suggested that possibly use could be made of the frontline women peace-keepers and other female officials of the peace-keeping efforts who have been sensitized to gender issues and who could therefore be integral in identifying the predominantly female victims, who may feel less threatened in disclosure to another woman.   

1.3
Gender and HIV/AIDS
· Projects on HIV and Gender-Based Violence 
Two innovative projects address the intersection of the growing feminization of the HIV epidemic and the issue of violence against women. They will be developed in conjunction with Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Ministries of Health, the CIM Delegates and civil society.  In this connection, on March 24th the CIM Executive Secretary and Staff held a coordination meeting  for future activities with Marijke Velzebour, Coordinator, Gender, Ethnicity and Health Team of the PAHO.
· Project on HIV for Central America.  The project “Integration of policies and programs on HIV and violence against women from a human rights perspective in Central America” was presented to the Spanish Cooperation Agency in November 2007 and was selected to receive funding.  This two-year project will be carried out in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua with participation of PAHO, UNIFEM, UNAIDS and civil society groups such as the International Community of Women Living with HIV and the Health Network of Latin American and Caribbean women Red de Salud de las Mujeres Latinoamericanas y del Caribe (RSMLC).  . The project entails the development in each country of a model of integrated policies and programs to address HIV and violence, and the implementation of a pilot experience to apply those models. It will include a strategy for institutional strengthening and the creation of a subregional network for the exchange of information and successful experiences and for technical cooperation.

In December, information on the project was sent to the principal delegates and to the permanent missions of the participating countries.  A call for applications was issued, to begin the selection process for a national consultant in each country.  The CIM is awaiting the disbursement of funds by the Spanish Government so as to begin implementation. 
· Project HIV/AIDS CARICOM. On December 12, 2007, the Executive Secretary of the CIM met with the ambassadors of the Caribbean Caucus to introduce the project proposal on HIV/AIDS and the research paper on HIV among men and gender-based violence in the Caribbean. 
Several meetings have been held on this project with consultant Dinys Luciano, of Development Connections, to establish the activities, work schedule, and logistical aspects of this six-month project. When the preliminary work has been completed, including the memorandum of understanding, a CIM Specialist and the consulting firm will travel to Barbados and Dominica, in early June 2008, to organize the implementation of the pilot project.

A contribution has been received from the Government of Korea, which will be used to implement the pilot experiences.

· Small Consultancy on HIV/AIDS. Dr Ariel King submitted two documents pertaining to this consultancy to gather information in the field on the knowledge attitudes and practices of service providers in Barbados and Dominica, regarding the intersection between gender-based violence and HIV. On December 31, 2007, the literature review was submitted to the CIM for review and it furnished Dr. King with feedback. CIM also supplied Dr. King with the contact particulars of Caribbean gender experts as well as contacts in Dominica and letters of recommendation to assist her work in Dominica and Barbados. On January 16, 2008, Dr. King submitted her methodology for the Pilot Study entitled: ‘Service Providers on Gender-based Violence and HIV/AIDS: Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices- A Case study of Dominica and Barbados.’ This was reviewed by the CIM on January 18, 2008 when Dr King met with the CIM for this purpose.  Dr. King traveled to Barbados to gather information and make surveys, and she concluded that the groundwork was much more intensive than she originally had projected since the network of service providers is vast and includes: teachers, clergy and the police. The CIM Executive Secretary decided that in the interest of concluding this pilot project in a timely manner that we conduct the pilot with only Barbados at this point. 
· UNAIDS – Barbados. On January 28, 2008, CIM had a Conference call with Director Rheeta Bhatia of UNAIDS–Barbados to discuss possible partnership on the HIV CARICOM Project. This Office had recently been established in April 2007 and it serves seven CARICOM countries (OECS and Barbados). Its Director pointed out that with regard to the proposed partnership, UNAIDS – Barbados would be in an operationally better position much later on 2008. UNAIDS - Barbados was pleased to support and it was agreed that its role would be one of technical and moral support. As discussed CIM followed up with furnishing information on CIM, especially as it relates to its work in HIV. UNAIDS – Barbados is in the process of developing a fact sheet for the Eastern Caribbean and promised to forward this to the CIM as soon as it is available.
· UNIFEM-Barbados: The CIM contacted UNIFEM-Barbados for further discussions on this project, yet due to the travel commitments of Director Roberta Clarke, UNIFEM was unable to respond in a timely fashion to our proposed Conference Call date of March 24, 2008. UNIFEM is to return to CIM with new proposed dates.
· Pan American Health Organization in Trinidad and Tobago: The new office of the PAHO will be work on beginning of May, 2008. Contact has already been established with the new Director.
· Online Course: This virtual course for forty (40) participants will run from July 2008 to September 2008. All the logistics are in place for such and almost all of the resources are available. The dearth of updated material from the CARICOM sub-region is one of the challenges which are having an impact on the commencement of this course. It was proposed that the call for applications be sent out so as to start the online course in July 2008.
· Special Session of the Permanent Council on the Multidimensional Aspects of HIV. In preparation for this Special Session to be carried out in coordination with PAQHO, an Inter-Agency Working Group was created with the Inter-American Children’s Institute, CICAD, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women of the IACHR, and the OAS Anti-Trafficking Section, among others. Presided by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of St, Kitts and Nevis, the Group met three times to determine the issues to be addressed by the Special Session, the participants and the work methodology and to prepare a draft agenda to be presented for approval to the Permanent Council.  It was agreed that, besides being a public health problem, HIV/AIDS should also be treated as a multidimensional problem that affects security, development, the economy and that gender should be a crosscutting issue.  Furthermore, tt was also agreed to hold the Special Session on a date close to the International Women’s Day to give it more visibility. 
On Tuesday, January 08, 2008, CIM specialists have a meeting with the Assistant Secretary General’s Office. One of the Assistant Secretary General’s recommendations was that the CIM reconsider its plans to have the Special Session of the PC on the scheduled date. His rationale was that given that there were to be celebrations for the 60th Anniversary of the OAS - coupled with the fact that there were already there are already six requests for mandated special sessions prior to the OASGA - that his office could not give favourable consideration to the hosting of any non-mandated special sessions of the Permanent Council. On February 05, 2008 the CIM and the Chair of the Inter-Agency Working Group on HIV met with the Assistant Secretary General to discuss the proposed Special Session of Permanent Council on the Multidimensional Aspects of HIV/AIDS. The Assistant Secretary General’s proposed that CIM move the Special Session to mid September 2008, after the OAS General Assembly in June 2008. He further proposed that since Youth is a central theme for the upcoming General Assembly, that we highlight youth prominently and amending our theme to: ‘Gender, Youth and Security: Multidimensional Aspects of HIV/AIDS.’ The Assistant Secretary General also proposed that CIM launch a competition through the OAS National Offices for schools to address the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

· Youth, Masculinities, Sexuality and Gender Violence. 
There is growing interest in this issue. Some sub-regions, particularly CARICOM, are very concerned with focusing on men and masculinity in light of the major challenges which they face with regard to male marginalization, young males underachievement and the growing general violence. The consultant Dr. Ian Anthony Bethel was hired to carry out a study on Masculinities and gender-based violence in the Anglophone Caribbean, and its eventual link with the feminization of HIV.. This study will focus on Dominica and the Bahamas. The final draft of this study is to be delivered by the end of May. 
1.4. Violence, Women and Drugs
The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) invited the CIM, the Department of Public Security, and other OAS bodies to form a working group to participate in a meeting held on February 14 at OAS headquarters.  The meeting discussed what focus should be given to an initiative to extend the project “Drugs, Women and Violence in the Americas,” a multicentric pilot study carried out by CICAD, so as to include research on the issue in all 34 member States. The CIM had collaborated with CICAD on this pilot study which was carried out in 2007.  This is a project CICAD proposes to carry out jointly with the Canadian Centre for Addictions and Mental Health (CAMH-Canada).  The CIM is to provide technical support to the project. The working group held additional meetings.  CICAD was informed of the topics and variables that should be included in the project proposal, the first version of which will be presented to the CICAD governments for consideration at the next meeting of that Commission.
2.
INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY (IAP)

Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07) and to collaborate with the General Secretariat on the preparation of the IAP report, the CIM requested the directors and high officials of the OAS to inform on the activities conducted in their areas to mainstream the gender perspective. On the basis of the information received, the CIM prepared the corresponding report.  Of the six organs, agencies, and autonomous and decentralized agencies of the OAS, two (2) sent information; of the 35 national offices of the General Secretariat, fourteen (14) sent their reports; and two (2) of the 28 national offices of the Secretariat General in the member states also did so. The report was sent to the Office of the Secretary General, who will present it to the Permanent Council for subsequent presentation to the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
2.1
Follow-Up on SEPIA I – Labor and Gender

Following up on the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held on September 2007, where the CIM President presented the proposal on “Strategic Guidelines” for the gender mainstreaming, the concrete components of a project on gender were established as follows:

a)
To elaborate a study on the institutionalization of gender in the Ministries of Labor, where the different types of offices, units and/or commissions that deal with gender issues within the Ministries will be analyzed. For the execution of this exercise, each one of the members of the IACML will be consulted on their disposition to send information and share the advances and difficulties faced by their gender offices, units or commissions.

b)
To continue with the identification of programs on gender implemented by the Ministries of Labor, in order to include them in the RIAL Portfolio of Programs.

c.
To carry out a hemispheric Workshop on this subject in the framework of the RIAL, previously described.

d.
To explore the execution of high-level dialogues between authorities in women’s mechanisms and Ministries of Labor on a sub-regional level. 


These components will be developed by the Technical Secretariat in collaboration with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the ILO.

The planning and advancement of these components will be presented by the Technical Secretariat in the Working Groups meetings. A Workshop on “Gender Mainstreaming” is scheduled to be held in Guyana in June, 2009.

2.2
Follow-Up on SEPIA II – Gender and Justice
· Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VII). The CIM, continuing its implementation of SEPIA II, Gender and Justice, is following the preparations for REMJA VII, which will take place from April 28 to 30 at OAS headquarters.  .
2.3.
Gender and Natural Disasters
The CIM has prepared a document in which this issue is studied and amply reported upon.
2.4. Gender and Migration

· On December 10, 2007, the Executive Secretary of the CIM met with Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, to discuss how to include the gender perspective in the deliberations of that working group.
· On January 17, 2008, a CIM staff member met with Bertha Fernández, staff member of the IOM, to explore possibilities for increased cooperation among the two organizations. The CIM informally presented the proposal on the migration observatory in Costa Rica and its potential expansion to other Central American countries, Colombia, and the Dominican Republic.  The CIM also prepared a project proposal for circulation among the national offices of the IOM and their counterparts to identify potential donors.
· On January 22, the CIM participated in the meeting of the Special Committee on Migration Issues of the Permanent Council to report on its activities and present recommendations for the work plan on the topic prepared by the Special Committee.  The program was approved at the meeting of March 13, 2008.
· On February 20, 2008, the CIM participated in a planning meeting for the special meeting on migrant workers and their families, organized by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat General, to report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on progress by each area on this matter.

· On February 21, 2008, the Executive Secretary met with the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs to discuss the mandates of the Inter-American Program on the Human Rights of Migrants and Their Families, and for an exchange of views on achieving participation by, and coordination with, the various areas of the General Secretariat.

· On March 7, the CIM gave a presentation at the annual meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants.  It reported on activities carried out and those under way at the CIM, in pursuit of the mandates issued in that program.  Also, as requested, it included some recommendations in case the program should be modified, such as the need to prioritize issues, defining indicators for assessing progress, mainstreaming the gender perspective as a cross-cutting theme, etc.

· On March 7, 13, and 21, 2008, the CIM attended the meetings of the Special Committee on Migration Issues of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council as an observer.

· On April 17, the Special Committee on Migration Issues convened the Special Forum on Migration Issues, attended by the permanent representatives to the OAS and by high-level officials of the countries.  The forum consisted of panel discussions, for which permanent representatives of the missions served as moderators.  First Panel: Migration Trends in the Americas; Second Panel: Migration and Human Rights; Third Panel:  Migration:  Economic, Health, Labor, Social, and Cultural Aspects.

· On February 6, 2008, a CIM staff member met with the Director of the OAS Department of International Law, Mr. Dante Negro.  It was agreed that the central theme of the annual course of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council for 2009 would be migration and women.

2.5.
Public Budgets with a Gender Perspective
· As a result of meetings held with the Council of Ministers for Women’s Affairs of Central America (COMCA), a line of action was defined and an initial draft was prepared to extend the Project  “Participation and Gender Equity in Public Municipal Finances in Nicaragua” to a sub-regional level.  This project was a joint development of the CIM and the OAS National Office in that country. In view of the success achieved, from April 16 to 18, a Costa Rican delegation visited Nicaragua to observe the methodology for implementing the project. The Executive Secretary participated in this visit and met with the OAS Office in Nicaragua staff and other representatives of the government of Nicaragua who are involved in the project.
2.6.
Women, Peace and Security
· Initiative for Inclusive Security’s ninth annual Policy Forum.  On January 22, 2008, with CIM co-sponsorship, the Initiative for Inclusive Security held its ninth annual Policy Forum in Washington, D.C., which focused on women in the security sector.  The CIM Executive Secretary, staff and special guests attended the event, which included as participants senior women leaders from Afghanistan, Colombia, Haiti, Liberia, and the Middle East who play key roles at the highest levels of decision-making in the security sector. The CIM participated in the Colombia roundtable led by María Isabel Nieto Jaramillo, Deputy Minister of Interior in the Ministry of Justice and Interior, and María Emma Wills Obregón, head of the Department of Gender and Women of the Historical Memory Commission and provided inputs to the recommendations drafted by the Colombian delegation for elevating the participation of women in the security sector in their country.
· Meeting with the Haitian Delegation. On January 23, 2008, on invitation by the OAS Assistant Secretary General, the delegation of Haitian women leaders participating in the Initiative for Inclusive Security colloquium, met with OAS Ambassadors and OAS Directors of Hemispheric Security and officials to discuss possible collaboration in efforts to build peace in Haiti.  The women briefed those in attendance on their work, the status of the security situation in Haiti and also presented their recommendations for increasing women’s involvement in efforts to enhance security and stability. The Haitian Delegates were Senator Evelyne Cheron, member of the National Senate of Haiti, Commissar Marie Louise Gauthier, head of police in charge of gender at the National Police of Haiti (PNH), Ms. Marie Yolene Gilles, deputy director of the National Coalition for Human Rights, an NGO, and Dr. Gessy Cameau Coicou, former chief of internal affairs and former director of the Forensic Division at PNH.  OAS Ambassadors and Officials had the opportunity to inform the delegation of their work and its relevance and applicability for Haiti.
· Publication of the curriculum for the workshop on Gender, Conflict, and Peace-building. The materials from the training course on Gender, Conflict, and Peace-building were published in Spanish.  These include the manual for trainers and the manual for participants, among other resources.  The curriculum, based on the training project carried out in 2005 in the Andean Region and in 2006 in Central America, was published on compact disc and will be circulated widely in Latin America.  The publication will be launched jointly with the Initiative for Inclusive Security in May.
III.
OFFICIAL MISSIONS AND REPRESENTATION OF THE CIM
· Protection of Women’s Reproductive Rights.  The CIM was invited by the Rapporteur on Women’s Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to attend an informal working meeting held on February 28 at OAS headquarters on the protection of women’s reproductive rights.  There was a presentation on the current work of the IACHR in this area and the objectives and activities of a project that Commission is conducting with support from Spain.  Another objective of the meeting was to discuss ideas with experts, identify priority topics to be addressed by the IACHR in this area, and define a procedure for compiling information and preparing the first two reports.  There was discussion of possible general recommendations to the states on addressing the proposed topics.  The IACHR proposes, in the context of this project, to issue four short publications on the subjects selected.  This initiative falls under the mandate issued to the CIM in the Declaration of San Salvador: Gender, Violence, and HIV. 
· International Women’s Day - PAHO – March 10. To celebrate International Women’s Day, an event was held at PAHO headquarters on March 10th, with support from the CIM.  The theme was “Gender Equality: Let’s Get Real.”  Welcoming remarks were made by Marijke Velzeboer-Salcedo, PAHO expert on gender, ethnicity, and health, and Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the CIM.  Next to take the floor were Dr. Mirta Roses Perigao, Director of PAHO, and Dr. Rekha Mehra, expert on gender at the World Bank, speaking on “Incorporating the gender perspective:  Helping to Make it Happen.”  The presentations came next, followed by the presentation of prizes to the winners of the "Best Practices Incorporating a Gender Equality Perspective in Health" contest.  In first place was Erika Silva de la Vega, Project Coordinator of the Comprehensive Health Coordination Program (PROCOSI) of Bolivia.  She described the project “Building bridges between the Community and Health services with a Focus on Gender and Intercultural Understanding.”  Next, Dr. Aurora del Río Zolezzi, Assistant Director General of Gender Equity of the National Gender Equity and Reproductive Health Center of the Secretariat of Health, on “Incorporating a Gender Perspective into Priority Health Programs: The case of the diabetes mellitus prevention and control program.”  The ceremony concluded with cultural activities and a light lunch was served.
· Workshop on “Increasing Female Labor Force Participation through Lifelong Learning.”  CIM staff participated in this workshop organized by the World Bank on March 5, 2008. The aim was to determine and test means of fostering women’s participation and to evaluate programs in the long term, and in particular, the subsequent incorporation of women into the labor market.  Other objectives were to develop and implement a pilot training project for unemployed low-income women with limited skills and abilities and to define an assessment of the pilot plan using a varied experimental long-term design.
· On April 8, 2008, the CIM Executive Secretary participated in Inter-Departmental Meeting on Youth, organized by the Assistant Secretary General in preparation for the upcoming OAS General Assembly.
· On April 10, 2008, the CIM Executive Secretary made a presentation in a Briefing for OAS interns on CIM’s work in general, the 80th Anniversary of the CIM and on specific gender issues.
· Follow-up on the Summit of the Americas.  In its capacity as technical adviser to the Summits Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality, the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM is monitoring the process of drafting the Declaration and Plan of Action of the next Summit of the Americas.  The purpose is to ensure that the gender perspective is integrated into the topic to be addressed: "Securing Our Citizens' Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability.” The event will take place in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in April 2009.
· Meeting with PAHO on Youth and HIV/AIDS. In follow-up to Third Inter-Departmental Meeting on Youth, the OAS Assistant Secretary General had tasked the CIM Secretariat to collaborate with PAHO on HIV and youth, especially young women. In response to this, the Executive Secretary and a CIM Specialist attended a meeting at PAHO on November 09, 2007 to discuss the possibilities of collaboration. They met with Dr. Mathilde Maddaleno, Regional Coordinator of the Child and Adolescent Health Unit and Specialist Dr. Eva Nunez. The Executive Secretary briefed them on CIM’s work in HIV and Gender-based Violence, including the recently signed Declaration on GBV and HIV and the proposed projects for the Caribbean and Central America. She underscored the importance of the youth component to any work which CIM is doing in Gender-based Violence and HIV and invited PAHO to partner with CIM on its HIV projects, which involve youth. A question was asked as to whether the CIM had planned any work in the critical group of young boys and we informed that one of the proposed areas in the Special Permanent Council on the Multidimensional Aspects of HIV was Masculinities and Sexual Culture. Dr. Maddaleno informed of the work that PAHO was doing in Youth and HIV and mentioned about two creative projects involving males. The Gender component of their work had just undergone review to ensure a gender equitable male scale. PAHO and CIM agreed that there was need to get our joint activities in to the PAHO work plan, with regard to three (3) specific projects we would be collaborating on so as to commit PAHO funds to such.
· Roundtable of the World Economic Forum. Three CIM Specialists attended this session on Thursday, November 08, 2007 to examine the work of the World Economic Forum which sought to assess the current size of the gender gap globally in 115 economies that cover over 90% of the world’s population. The countries examined in the report include all current and candidate EU countries, 20 from LAC, 20 from SSA and 10 from the Arab world. The Report measured the size of the gender gap in four critical areas of inequality between men and women using mainly publicly available ‘hard data’ indicators drawn from international organizations and some qualitative information from the Forum’s own Executive Opinion Survey. The areas measured included: Economic Participation and Opportunity (outcomes on salaries, participation levels and access to high-skilled employment); Educational Attainment (outcomes on access to basic and higher level education; Political Empowerment (outcomes on representation in decision-making structures) and Health and Survival (outcomes on life Expectancy and sex ratio).
· Women in New Enterprises (WINE) Project Proposal (CIM, SEDI and YABT). In follow-up for providing business training to female entrepreneurs in the OECS, CIM spoke with SEDI on January 31, 2008 for an update on the project proposal. The SEDI Specialist indicated that he had modified the project, added a budget and would be sending it to the CIM and YABT for review. The CIM again met with the SEDI Specialist on February 19, 2008 and discussed the project further, since SEDI had included other partners such as the Trust of the Americas..
· Congressional Briefing on Gender-based Violence and HIV. On January 24, 2008, a CIM Specialist attended the Congressional Hearing entitled: Gender-based Violence and HIV - Programs that Work. The Hearing addressed the twin scourges of Violence against Women and HIV because of the recent debates in the US Congressional Caucus, which have moved the debate from exploring Domestic Violence to looking at the topic of HIV/AIDS within the context of Violence against Women. Congress cited the need for effective interventions based on the intersection between Gender-based violence and HIV, since Violence against Women is a primary driver of the spread of HIV. To this end, two legislative vehicles were to address this: namely the expansion of the PEPFAR Fund and the International Violence against Women Bill. Congress is making some final adjustments to these bills. It was demonstrated how both Violence Against Women and HIV were threatening to overwhelm security in the developing world, so there was need to examine the linkage between Violence against Women and HIV – especially since studies have proven that violence against women leads to increased Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI’s). The hearing outlined the successful programs mainly in Africa and Latin America. One Tanzania study concluded that young HIV+ women are ten times more likely to experience VAW than HIV- women of the same age. This involves the use of multi-pronged approaches for sensitization and training, bearing in mind that training and awareness building alone cannot achieve lasting change. What seems to work best is for community-based networks working together on the issue in addition to service providers. Further, interventions have to prioritize preventative measures, especially having access to justice and health services - the latter which is an important sector for identifying violence.
· Meeting with the Inter-American Children's Institute. On March 3 and 4, 2008, the Executive Secretary of the CIM met in Montevideo, Uruguay, with the Director and staff of the Inter-American Children's Institute to discuss collaboration and possible joint projects with the Commission.  Subsequently, on a trip to Washington, the Director and a staff member of the Inter-American Children’s Institute met at headquarters with the Executive Secretary and staff members of the CIM 
· Congressional Session on Women in Politics. A CIM Specialist attended the Congressional Session hosted by CHRC and the Inter-Parliamentary Union on ‘Women in Politics, the Year in Review: Global Trends and Perspectives’ on March 5, 2008. The debate centered on many of the obstacles to women’s running for office and the fact that the model of governance was predominantly masculine. While women were breaking the political glass ceiling, it was observed that in the military, sports and religion that these areas still remained distrusting of females at the level of leadership. Some of the salient points raised were: the need for a critical mass of women to lead alongside men, since women tend to bring their particular issues and priorities to the table with them. It was also revealed that data was in on the importance of helping women internationally for benefits to accrue to development efforts. However, resources still seem to be lagging behind for such. Assisting women in developing countries ought to be a priority, especially in health and security.
· Inter-Departmental Meeting on projects financed by the Government of Chile. Two CIM specialists attended this meeting on March 28, 2008 to inform on progress made regarding the basket of projects financed by the Chilean government. Two meetings had been held prior with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chile, the Chilean Ambassador and the Chilean Government Officials to develop the framework for the projects as well as to come up with a Memorandum of Understanding between the OAS and Chile for the execution of said projects. An understanding was reached for the OAS to enter into partnership with the Chilean officials to both design and coordinate the projects – which has resulted in a counterpart arrangement between certain departments of the OAS with the corresponding departments in Chile and CARICOM. Since each area has designated technical staff to be responsible for projects, the Committee of OAS officials requesting that the projects still outstanding to be completed for approval and execution by Friday, April 4, 2008. The Chilean Foreign Minister visited during the week of April 7-11, 2008 to follow-up on the progress of these projects since he is very keen on the work being commenced in the selected CARICOM countries. The CIM made a progress report on its role as technical advisor to the Project on the Strengthening of the National Gender Bureaux in the three CARICOM countries.
· Conference Call with Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO). CIM, through its Executive Secretary and a Specialist held a Conference Call with WEDO Official Rachel Harris on Thursday, April 03, 2008. WEDO is an international organization whose central focus is on Sustainable Development, the Environment and Gender to ensure women’s equality in global policy. WEDO’s current work involves a campaign entitled: Women Demand US Action on Climate Change and it aims to bring the strength of women’s and environmental movements together to further US engagement in a strong multilateral treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol at the level of the UN. With regard to its work in developing countries on climate change it is hoping to bring about national policies on gender and climate change and it has most of its partners in developing countries. The Executive Secretary expressed interest in collaborating with WEDO on hosting a Conference/Seminar in the 2nd Quarter of 2009 for the sub-regions of Central America and CARICOM on Women and Natural Disasters. One of the objectives of this event would be to integrate a gender perspective into national and regional policies, projects and programs. WEDO Official Rachel Harris indicated WEDO’s interest in this proposed project for 2009, since WEDO is desirous of improving its access to developing nations. The Executive Secretary underscored the need for concrete results to come from this joint initiative with action items on policy recommendations for member states.
OUTREACH TO CIVIL SOCIETY
· On Thursday, February 21, 2008, CIM staff members met with two leaders of the Nicaraguan women’s movement, Violeta Delgado and Jamilet Mejía.  The meeting provided an opportunity to learn about the status of women’s rights in Nicaragua, on the basis of the experience of women active in the women’s movement, especially in the Network of Women against Violence and the Autonomous Women’s Movement.
· On February 28 to 29; the CIM Executive Secretary participated in the International Planning Committee Meeting of the Global Summit of Women to plan for the June 08 Summit in Viet Nam.   
· On April 9 the Executive Secretary and the CIM staff held a meeting with Margarita Studemeister of the International Committee of the Red Cross to discuss gender and natural disasters and gender-based violence in areas of conflict.
· On April 9 the CIM Executive Secretary met with Eugenia Podesta, Latin America Coordinator for Vital Voices.
· Meeting with held with Anabella León, Congressional Deputy reelected for a third time to the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala.  Deputy León expressed interest in receiving assistance because she has received death threats through the media.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
· Visit of Jamaica Yale World Fellow 2007. In response to the CIM President’s congratulatory letter to her, Her Honor Marlene Malahoo-Forte recently voted as one of the fifty (50) most influential women in Jamaica, paid a courtesy visit to the CIM and was warmly welcomed by the staff. Also invited was Ambassador Deborah Mae Lovell of Antigua and Barbuda, who attended this session on November 15, 2007. Ambassador Lovell spoke of her work in Youth at the OAS. Justice Malahoo Forte spoke extensively of her experience at Yale University and its rigorous but stimulating programme. Recognised as an emerging World Leader, Justice Malahoo Forte was the only woman of the Americas to have been selected to attend this fellowship. She pointed out that this year was a unique on where the World Fellows were gender equitable in distribution, since of the eighteen, nine were women.
· On February 28, the CIM Executive Secretary met with Linda Alexander, Vice-President for Women’s Health, QIAGEN, Inc. to discuss Cervical Cancer Issues.
· On April 1, 2008, CIM staff members attended a lecture by Bill Richardson, Governor of New Mexico, on Migration and Hemispheric Affairs, part of the Lecture Series of the Americas.  The Lecture Series was established in October 2004 by the OAS Permanent Council, at the initiative of the Government of Peru, in order to promote democratic principles and values in the countries of the Americas.  Lectures are given periodically by internationally recognized figures and focus on subjects central to the hemispheric agenda, such as democracy-building, human rights, social development, hemispheric security, fighting poverty, and others.  The lectures began in January 2005 and are made possible by a financial contribution from the University of San Martín de Porres of Peru.
· On April 11, the CIM Executive Secretary convened a working meeting on possible activities regarding the issues of political leadership and violence against women in the Americas region.  The following took part in the meeting:  Marisa Rivera-Albert, President of the NGO Empowerment Works! and former President of the National Hispana Leadership Institute; Pablo Zúñiga, Advisor to the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs; and CIM staff members.

IV.
COURSES
· On November 26, 2007 CIM staff participated in the training session on Power Point 2003 – Level 2.
· On December 13, 2007, a CIM staff member participated in the third quarter 2007 oversight meeting and, on March 26, 2008, the fourth quarter 2007 oversight meeting, with the Department of Planning, Control, and Evaluation.  The objective of said meetings was to review the operational goals for each quarter and to note the percentage thereof attained.

· On January 24, 2008, CIM staff members participated in the Second Course on International Humanitarian Law convened by the OAS Department of International Legal Affairs.

· On February 15, 2008, CIM staff members participated in the course on the rights of migrants and their families in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council.

· On March 4, 2008, CIM staff members met with the Department of Planning, Control, and Evaluation to review the project on HIV and violence in Central America.

· On March 6, 2008, CIM staff members participated as observers on the course on rights of migrants and their families convened by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council.

· On March 31, 2008, a CIM staff member participated in the “training for instructors” session organized and convened by the Department of Human Resources; and in the training session on the new online application for renewal of G-4 visas with the United States Department of State, which came into operation on April 1, 2008. 

· On April 21, 2008, a CIM staff member participated in the training session on the OAS website.
ANNEX
REPORT ON EVENTS TO OBSERVE THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CIM

Observance of the Day of the Women of the Americas

The 80th Anniversary of the CIM, officially fell on February 18, 2008; the Day of the Women of the Americas. The CIM President as well as the OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, issued statements in observance of the day for broadcast in the media of the various member states. Correspondence was also received from former CIM Presidents: notably Princess Lawes (1984-1986), Maizie Barker Welch (1990-1992), Lorraine Williams (1996-1997); and Indranie Chanderpal (2000-2002) expressing solidarity with the CIM on its 80th Anniversary.

Honoring of the Women Leaders of the Inter-American System 

To commemorate this auspicious anniversary at the level of the OAS General Secretariat, CIM’s primary event was the recognition of the thirty (31) women political and technical leaders of the Inter-American System. This event, unprecedented at the level of the OAS, honoured the female Permanent Representatives to the OAS; as well as the women who hold senior positions at the General Secretariat - including the Directors of the OAS National Offices. The official ceremony was held on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at which the OAS Assistant Secretary, Albert Ramdin, delivered remarks in observance of the anniversary; and outlined the progress attained at the OAS Secretariat to address the gender gap. A message from the CIM President was delivered by the CIM Executive Secretary. The awards were then presented to the women present on behalf of the CIM President; and for those who were unable to attend this event, their awards were subsequently mailed to them.

Exhibition on the History of the CIM

The CIM held a mounted exhibition at the OAS General Secretariat Building on the history of the CIM, entitled: CIM Achieving the Promise: A Century of Struggle for Women’s Rights of the Americas during March 11-20, 2008. This exhibition was strategically held in the aftermath of International Women’s Day, March 08, 2008 and it served to generate interest in the work of the CIM.  

Film Showing of ‘Iron Jawed Angels’

The CIM, in conjunction with the Museum of the Americas held a special viewing of the film ‘Iron Jawed Angels’ on Wednesday, March 12, 2008. This film recounts for a contemporary audience a key chapter in U.S. history: in this case, the struggle of suffragists who fought for the passage of the 19th Amendment.  ‘Iron Jawed Angels’ also illustrates how these activists broke from the mainstream women’s-rights movement and created a more radical wing. By so doing, these heroines dared to push the boundaries of political protest and secured women’s voting rights in 1920.  The event was very well attended and its impact on the audience was significant.  
Official Launching of the Photography Context 

The CIM, in conjunction with the Art Museum of the Americas (AMA) of the OAS, has undertaken to extend its celebration of this anniversary to the young women of the Americas. CIM has organized a photography contest  and is inviting 11 to 14 year old girls from OAS Member States to participate in this contest entitled: ‘When I Grow Up…’ This contest aims to capture the dreams and visions that young girls have about their future. Through their photographs, the girls will illustrate how the new generation assesses the progress achieved by women regarding our role in society and what is still to be achieved by young women such as themselves when they grow up. This Photography competition was officially launched at the Third Regular CIM Executive Meeting and the results of this contest will be released at the Thirty-Fourth Assembly of CIM Delegates in November 2008. 
OAS Americas Magazine
CIM President, Dr. Jacqui Quinn Leandro was featured in the 60th Anniversary of the OAS Edition of the Americas Magazine (June 2008). The article was written by Mr. Ian Edwards, Information Specialist in the OAS Press Department and it addresses the 80 year history of the CIM, its notable achievements; its impact in the hemisphere; and its vision for the future. The CIM was also highlighted in the back cover of the Magazine.

80th Anniversary Resolution 

The Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda on May 6, 2008 presented a draft resolution to the OAS Permanent Council on the 80th Anniversary of CIM Resolution. This draft resolution will be submitted for approval at the upcoming OAS General Assembly to be held in Colombia on June 2 to 4, 2008. 

Follow-up to 80th Anniversary  

Following the primary event to mark the 80th Anniversary of the CIM, President Jacqui Quinn Leandro sent out correspondence to the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Albert Ramdin and Former CIM President Carmen Delgado Votaw (1978-1980) to thank each of them for their attendance at the event and to deepen connectivity with them. 

Correspondence was also drafted for the CIM awardees from the CIM President with a view to establishing an informational exchange on CIM activities and the contributions of their respective departments on gender-related developments and activities.

Member States were also invited to send in to the CIM, their efforts in recognition of the Day, of which several member states complied. The material  received by the CIM Permanent Secretariat was disseminated to all delegates for information.

Commemorative Booklet on CIM’s 80th Anniversary 

A commemorative booklet of the CIM 80th year is to be produced and launched at the upcoming 34th Assembly of CIM Delegates in November 2008. Correspondence received from former CIM Presidents, expressing solidarity with the CIM on its 80th Anniversary, will be included in this booklet. Other CIM Past Presidents are also being encouraged to send in fraternal greetings.
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